AGRICULTURE
3*5
Rice was sown on 432 square miles. Comparatively little may in (or hot-season) rice is grown. Peas of various kinds covered 15 square miles, and sesamum 42 square miles, and 1,200 acres were under cotton, a small area as compared with that in the neighbouring Districts of Sagaing and Lower Chindwin. Cultivation is increasing year by year, fallow lands ever being brought under cultivation; and, but for climatic causes, the increase would have been by leaps and bounds.
Township.	Total area.	Cultivated.	Irrigated.	Forests.
Shwebo	450	35	26	
Kinu .	244	39	24	
Sheinmaga	4*5	43	22	
Kanbalu	1,636	132	7	
Kyunhla	955	98	5	2,702
Ye-u .	140	J3	i	
Tabayin Tamadaw	6t5 598	57 55	5 3	
Taze .	S31	49	4	
Total	5,^34	521	97	2,702
There is not much experimenting in new and untried products. Natives of India have attempted to cultivate gram on alluvial lands, but have failed hitherto, owing to want of rain. American maize and tobacco (Virginia and Havana) were tried on Sheinmaga Island in 1900, and were fairly successful so far as out-turn was concerned j but they offered no inducement to the husbandman, as their quality was considered inferior to that of the local varieties. Agricultural advances are made regularly, the average for the four years ending 1905 being about Us. 16,000, but cultivators often find some difficulty in furnishing the required security. Instances in which borrowers have had to share the loan with their sureties have come to light; and it is said that, without some accommodation of this kind, security would often not be forthcoming. Some villages have, however, benefited largely by means of Government loans, and on the whole the advances may be said to be popular.
Oxen and buffaloes are bred in the ordinary haphazard fashion. Not a single bull is kept for breeding. A few half-bred stallions are kept for stud purposes, but they are really unfit for breeding. Sheep and goats are reared exclusively by natives of India, and their numbers are trifling.
Irrigation is at present effected by means of the old Mu canal and numerous tanks. The former used to take off from the Mu river, and crossed several streams which were temporarily dammed and diverted into it, but now only that portion of the canal is kept up which does not intersect the larger waterways. The present catchment area is comparatively small, and the water-supply depends on local rainfall, so
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